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is also thought that the presence of these additional troops in Burma may
help in some degree to settle the country.

10.  His Excellency feels sure that it is needless to request that the
utmost attention be paid to the comfort and health of the troops, and that
they  should  not  be  subjected  to   any unnecessary   exposure until the
operations   commence.    All   available   shelter   at   Eangoon,   Shwegyin,
Toungoo, Thayetmyo, Allanmyo, etc., should be made use of in the first
instance, and until you may consider it  advisable for the troops to take
the field.

11.  While Your Excellency is temporarily in Burma, the ordinary duties
of the Madras Command will be conducted in the same manner as if you were
on tour; but, as regards the military operations in Burma, you will act
under the direct orders of the Commander 4n-Chief and the Government of
India, and will forward your reports to Army Head-quarters in India.

12.  Your Excellency will take with you to Burma such officers of your
head-quarter staff as you may consider necessary.

13.  The several Brigadier-Generals proceeding from India to [Burma
have been directed to arrive at Eangoon on or before the 15th proximo, and
have been informed that orders from Your Excellency regarding their desti-
nation will await them on arrival at Eangoon.

14.  Sir   Frederick   Eoberts   has every confidence in your ability to
carry to a successful issue the important  duty for which you have been
selected by the Government of India, and His Excellency feels certain that
the operations under your direction will be conducted with vigour,  energy,
and expedition.

The troops for relief and the relieving troops were both, to be
in Burma at the same time and three additional regiments of native
cavalry, with other reinforcements, "were also to be sent before
20th October 1886.

On the 1st July 1886 the present strength of the field force was
13 260 men; on the 1st of December, when all the reliefs and rein-
forcements had arrived, the present strength was 23,656 men, i.e.,
making deduction for troops sent to operate in the semi-indepen-
dent states, generally speaking one man to every three and a half
square miles of the country to be actually occupied. It will be
remembered that previous to 1st March 1886 no operations were
undertaken against semi-independent states, and the army of
occupation averaged some 11,000 men, about one man to every
seven square miles.
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